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The Patuxent/Bernie Fowler Movement







COLLAPSE OF OYSTER POPULATION NOW TO ~1.5% OF 
HISTORIC POPULATION IS A CALAMITY. THEY ARE KEYSTONE 

SPECIES, FILTERING BAY WATERS TAKING OUT EXCESS 
NUTRIENTS & SETTLING SEDIMENT



OYSTER LANDINGS

STATES AGREED TO INCREASE OYSTERS BY 10X BY 2010. 
DESPITE $400 MILLION SPENT, OYSTERS DECLINED.  GOAL 

ABANDONED.



ROCKFISH ARE IN SERIOUS TROUBLE W/ASMFC FINDING THEY 
ARE OVERFISHED AND 60% BELOW 252 MILLION POUND 

FEMALE BIOMASS TARGET.



SHAD: A COLLAPSED FISHERY

SHAD FISHERY USED TO BE LARGEST IN BAY.  2015 SHAD COUNT AT THE 
CONOWINGO DAM WAS A MINISCULE 8,341 0.4% OF 2 MILLION GOAL. 

GOAL WAS ABANDONED. 



BAY CRAB NUMBERS COLLAPSE TO RECORD LOW AS 
REGULATORS FAIL TO ACT

RECENTLY RELEASED WINTER DREDGE SURVEY DOCUMENTS LOWEST NUMBER OF 
BAY CRABS IN 33-YEARS OF SURVEYING--ONE-THIRD THE POPULATION OF 30 

YEARS AGO.  FEMALE SPAWNERS DECLINED TO LESS THAN HALF OF THE AGREED 
UPON TARGET SET BY MD & VA. 

ADULT MALES AT LOWEST LEVEL OF SURVEY HISTORY AS REGULATORS ALLOW NO 
DAILY LIMITS & TAKE OF UP TO 30 BUSHELS OF FEMALES. 



SAV ACREAGE IN CHESAPEAKE 1984-2020 

STATES AGREED IN 2000 TO BAY GRASS GOAL OF 185,000 ACRES BY 2010; 
IN 2020, 62,169 ACRES OF SAV EXISTED,  A 42% DECREASE FROM 2018.   



ALGAE 
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PFAS/PFOS



Intensive Growth in BRAC Areas





 Set a serious deadline and stick to it
 Create a plausible plan for conservation and restoration & 

implement it
 Deeply regulate discharge polluters
 Regulate polluting facilities into upgrades
 Intensify enforcement actions & raise fines for persistent violators
 Set firm pollution limits, that won’t get traded, mitigated or offset 
 Mentor, promote and empower citizen activism to attack local 

pollution
 Change development patterns, no net loss of forests

TO REALLY CLEAN UP THESE WATERS..



Patuxent Riverkeeper 
Center
17412 Nottingham 
Road
Upper Marlboro,MD  
20772
301-276-7913
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