Planning, Restoration, and
Resilience in Action

Beneficial Use of Dredged Material &
Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Projects

Kristen Fidler, Director, Harbor Development, MDOT MPA
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Economic Benefits

Will provide a ~$1 million increase in both local

property and recreation industry value over the next
10 years

Creates ~550 total jobs in Maryland during
construction

Generates ~$3.5 billion in economic activity, separate
from and in addition to the Port of Baltimore’s
generated jobs and business impacts
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Provides 30+ years of dredged material placement ‘--‘.:,\.,..,
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* For the Port’s customers, who rely on our 50-foot
deep channel, this is long-term, sustainable
assurance of safe navigation

Maintaining deep and reliable access keeps the
Port of Baltimore in a competitive position for
waterborne commerce




Mid-Bay: Environmental Benefits

Restores: 2,144 acres of remote island habitat, including 1,212
acres of tidal wetlands

Preserves: existing Island remnants and habitats

Sustains: existing seagrass beds at Barren Island and

promotes conditions to establish additional
seagrass beds

Enhances: diverse wildlife habitat for avian and
recreationally/commercially important fish species

Reduces: erosion to local shorelines by decreasing wave Ruddy turnstone observed on James Island
heights
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The Mid-Chesapeake Bay Island Ecosystem Restoration Project

(Mid-Bay Project) is located in Dorchester County. The project will use

dredged material from Maryland's Bay shipping channels to restore remote 0n 0n i
island and wetland habitat near Barren and James Islands. The Barren Island I n n n
Pre-Construction Engineering & Design (PED) phase is anticipated to be

completed in 2022. The following describes the anticipated benefits from the @'ﬂ LLI ®©N

Barren Island portion of the project over the next 10 years.

in property value benefits

| 11300 ACRES ¢ seagrass bed
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reduction in the storm-related shoreline
erosion rate on Upper Hoopers Island and
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Resiliency & Economic Benefits

Up to 30% reduction in the storm-related
shoreline erosion rate on Upper Hoopers Island
and the area north of Fishing Creek

S1 Million in property value benefits due to
reduced wave energy, improved water quality
and other effects of protecting seagrass

$1.5 Million in enhanced boating, fishing and
wildlife watching experiences

3 new bird nesting islands that adds 10 acres of
scarce habitat for rare species

72 new acres of wetlands supporting diverse
wildlife including diamondback terrapins and
seabirds

400 acres of seagrass habitat for fish, crabs and
birds will be retained that otherwise would have
been lost due to increased sedimentation and
wave energy



Next Steps - Barren Island

« Permitting/Receive Water Quality
Certificate — April 2022

* Environmental Assessment Public
Review: December 2021 — January 2022

« NEPA/FONSI issued — March 2022
* 100% Design Complete — June 2022

» Contract Awarded — Spring 2022

« Construction Begins — Fall 2022



Outreach & Stakeholder
Engagement

Mid Bay Webinar: https://maryland-
dmmp.com/webinars

Mid Bay Video: https://maryland-
dmmp.com/placement-sites/mid-bay-
island

Subscribe to Project Newsletters

Open House Meetings with
Citizens/Stakeholders/Watermen

G5 Mid-Bay
CHD .

Project Newsletter
Fall 2021
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A closer
look at
Barren Island's
restoration
benefits

The Mid-Chesapeake Bay Island Ecosystem Restoration Project

(Mid-Bay Project) is located in Dorchester County. The project will use

dredged material from Maryland's Bay shipping channels to restore remote 0n
island and wetland habitat near Barren and James Islands. The Barren Island (] a ﬂ n
Pre-Construction Engineering & Design (PED) phase is anticipated to be

completed in 2022. The following describes the anticipated benefits from the g;ln M]] L L ! @ N

Barren Island portion of the project over the next 10 years.

To leam more about the USACE and

the Mid-Bay Project. please visi: . I 1,300 ACRES of seagrass bed

To leam more about the MDOT MPA and the L protection resulting from construction of stone
Mid-Bay Project, including a short informational \ // ] sills and breakwaters surrounding Barren Island
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adding 8.5 acres of

in property value benefits

reduction in the storm-related shoreline
erosion rate on Upper Hoopers Island and
the area north of Fishing Creek

habitat protection

acres of restored remote island habitat -
near Barren Island that will support
diverse wildlife including
Diamondback terrapin

and Common Terns
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Thank You!

Kristen Fidler
Director, Harbor Development
MDOT MPA

Kfidler@marylandports.com
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