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Dear Friends,
 
As we pul l  the annual report together,  i t ’s  t ime to ref lect  on this past year
at Forever Maryland. I t ’s  been quite the year for the Board of Directors,
Advisory Counci l  and staff .  We undertook,  and have now completed,  our
f irst  f ive-year strategic plan which communicates the direction Forever
Maryland wil l  head on our journey to strengthen and support Maryland’s
conservation community including land trusts,  landowners,  local
governments,  natural  resource businesses and environmental  nonprofits.
Our planning process was supported by a local  consult ing f irm, Quinn
Strategy Group, who interviewed stakeholders and led the Board and
staff ’s  in-person and virtual  planning meetings.  To no one’s surprise,  we
aff irmed we’re a passionate group and care deeply about our work so you
can imagine there were a few intense planning meetings.  The f inal  product
bui lds on and expands the work of our organization’s f irst  two years,
pushing us to scale-up exist ing work while stretching us to continue to
operate in new and innovate ways.  We invite you to vis it  our website to
dive into Forever Maryland’s strategic plan:  www.ForeverMaryland.org.
 
I t ’s  been a great year!  Forever Maryland advocated,  in both Annapolis and
D.C. ,  for land conservation funding and environmental  legislat ion that wi l l
posit ively impact state preservation goals and efforts.  We hosted two well -
attended conferences,  a webinar series,  and a Bui lding Better Boards
workshop; al l  in support of our conservation-focused community.  The Keep
Maryland Beautiful  grants program was as robust as ever,  and we became
the f iscal  sponsor of B-GREEN, a regional  capacity bui lding init iat ive
col laborative in Balt imore City and inside the Balt imore beltway.  
 
We are grateful  to you and al l  of  our partners who share our goal  and
vision to boldly advance land conservation in Maryland. On behalf  of  the
Board of Directors and staff  at  Forever Maryland, thank you for your
support and we look forward to working with you in the coming year.  
 
Connect with us on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter to be part of  our
journey!  

    N i c k D i l k s                 We n d y S t r i ng f e l l o w
                            Chair                                                President    

Board of Directors
Nick Di lks,  
Chair
Will  Cook,
Vice Chair
Adair St i fel ,
Treasurer
John Griff in,  
Secretary
Steve Quarles,  
Immediate Past  Chair

Mark Conway
Mitch Neitzey
Barry Sal isbury
Gary Burnett ,  
MET Board Liaison

Advisory Council
Rob Etgen
Ann H. Jones
Bil l  Leahy

Staff
Wendy Str ingfel low,
President

Michel le Boyle,
VP of  Advancement

Josh Hastings,
Program & Pol icy Director

Dina Lansinger,
Keep Maryland Beauti ful
Grants Coordinator

WHERE WE ARE
NOW

a year's overview
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Welcomed new Board Members Mitch Neitzey and
MET Board liaison Gary Burnett.

Managed the Keep Maryland Beautiful Grants Program
and, in conjunction with our partners, awarded $320,000 to
85 nonprofits, land trusts, and municipalities to support
and protect natural resources in 21 counties and Baltimore
city. For a full listing of grant recipients visit our website.     

Held multiple Lunacy Virtual Happy Hour for the land trust
community to build friendships and partnerships.

Pillar I:  Education
Hosted two two-day conferences (Harford county
Ripken Stadium, July 2021 & Ches. Bay Beach Club,
Eastern Shore, June 2022) to over 250 attendees. 

Provided five Building Better Boards virtual
workshops to 78 attendees including 24 Board
members from 44 land trusts, nonprofits, and
government agencies representing land
conservation and watershed groups.
 
Hosted five successful webinars on Regional
Conservation Partnerships, geospatial analysis,
conservation funding, and more, featuring national
and state leaders.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

last year's

Leadership

Pillar II: Outreach

Photo by J Hastings 

Planning
Embarked on Forever Maryland's first Five Year
Strategic Plan bringing together the Board of Directors,
Advisory Council and staff to focus priorities and
resources.



Testified on 11 critical pieces of legislation, including: the
Conservation Finance Act, Maryland the Beautiful Act, Great
Maryland Outdoors Act, Irreplaceable Natural Areas Program
Establishment, Heirs Property Act and more – all of which
significantly impact conservation and preservation goals/efforts.

Partners for Open Space
Continued as the fiscal sponsor of Partners for Open Space. 

Developed and hosted a Program Open Space (POS) Workgroup that
included the state’s 25 most prominent agricultural, environmental,
conservation, parks, and forestry groups. The majority of
recommendations from this group were made 
into law.

Played a critical role in advocating for the payback of 
previously transferred POS conservation funding.

Federal Lobby Days 
Led the Maryland delegation in May at Land Trust 
Alliance's Lobby Days and participated within the 
Choose Clean Water Coalition virtual Lobby Day in March. 

Partnered and became the fiscal sponsor of B-GREEN, a regional
capacity building initiative cohort in Baltimore. Funding was
provided by Chesapeake Bay Trust.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

last year's

Pillar III:  Advocacy
MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Forever Maryland pushed for legislation that resulted in funding
additional positions to expedite land conservation, including: 
3 positions at the DNR's Dept. of Planning & Acquisition and 2
positions at the Office of the Attorney General. 

Testified for support of the state’s budget to include more than
$380 million allocated for parks and open space. 

Outreach - continued



NUMBERS &
GRAPHS

fiscal year overview

Revenues
Educational Programs
Philanthropic Support
Grants 
Membership
Other Revenue 
Investment Income 
Total Revenues

$109,304
$240,751
$185,675

$3,550
$5,768
$2,807

$547,855

Expenses
Programs
Development
Administration
Total Expenses

$550,324
$55,267
$90,520

$696,111
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Program Expenses
Advocacy
Education 
Keep Maryland Beautiful
Land Trusts & Outreach 
Total Programs

$64,743
$204,567

$48,971
$232,043
$550,324

*Unaudited at the time of publication.

Revenues

Expenses

Program
Expenses

Photo by W Foster 

Photo by M Boyle 



Conservat ion Champion $10,000+
F a n c y  H i l l  F o u n d a t i o n
T h e  H e l e n a  F o u n d a t i o n
B a r r y  a n d  T o d  S a l i s b u r y
J e n n i f e r  S t a n l e y

Land Leader  $5,000-$9,999
R i c k  a n d  K a t h l e e n  B a i l e y
B o n s a l  F a m i l y  F o u n d a t i o n  
W i l s o n  L .  C o u d o n
N i c k  a n d  M a r t i n a  D i l k s
A d a i r  S t i f e l

Preservat ion Proponent  $1,000-$4,999
A n o n y m o u s
W i l l i a m  J .  C o o k
R o b  a n d  J u l i e  D e f o r d
J a m e s  A .  D r a p e r
M r .  a n d  M r s .  J o s e p h  G a l l i
M r .  a n d  M r s .  D a v i d  G r e e n e
T h e  H o c k m e y e r  F o u n d a t i o n
L ' A i g l o n  F o u n d a t i o n
M i t c h  N e i t z e y
M r .  a n d  M r s .  J a m e s  R i e p e
G a r y  B .  S m i t h  a n d  S t a c i a  K .  S m i t h
T e d  S u d o l

Environmental  Advocate $500-$999
K .  K i n g  B u r n e t t
M r .  a n d  M r s .  D a n i e l  C o l h o u n
M a r k  a n d  V i c t o r i a  C o l l i n s
W i l l i a m  H .  L e a h y
P e t e r  F .  M u r p h y
A c h s a h  O ' D o n o v a n
H o l l y  S t o n e
W e n d y  S t r i n g f e l l o w

Open Space Supporter  $100-$499
A n o n y m o u s  ( 3 )
A n o n y m o u s  i n  h o n o r  o f  J e s s e  Z i e t m a n
C h e t  a n d  P a u l a  A n d e r s o n
M s .  M a r t h a  B a r c h o w s k y
J o h n  a n d  M a r y  A n n  B e c k l e y
N e l s o n  B o r t z
M s .  M a r n e y  S .  B r u c e

M r .  a n d  M r s .  B r u c e  C a m p b e l l  I I I
D r .  a n d  M r s .  G a r y  P .  C a r v e r
B u r n e t  a n d  L y d i a  C h a l m e r s
C h a r l e s  S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t
N e s s l y  a n d  S u s a n  C r a i g
H a r r i e t t  C r o s b y
A n n i e  J e n n e y  D a r r o w  i n  h o n o r  o f  U n c l e  J a y  G r i s w o l d
J o s e p h  G .  D a v i e s
H a l  a n d  N a n c y  D e l a p l a n e
A n n a  a n d  J a c k  D i l l o n
J a m e s  a n d  C h r i s t i n e  D o u g h e r t y
P h i l i p  a n d  D e b o r a h  E n g l i s h
J o h n  R o b e r t  G r i f f i n
M a r i a n n e  a n d  J o e  H i c k m a n
A n n i e  a n d  H e n r y  J e n k i n s
J a m e s  K a p e r
E l l e n  K e l l y
G r a c e  K u b o f c i k
S t e v e  L a f f e r t y
D a n  a n d  L i n z e y  M a n g i a v e l l a n o
M a s t e r c a r d  I m p a c t  F u n d
C a r o l i n e  M o n t a g u e
J a n e t  R .  M o o n e y
G e o r g e  a n d  B e t h  M u r n a g h a n
M i c h e l e  a n d  J a y  N a i s h
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  S .  J a y  P l a g e r
D o n  a n d  C l a u d i a  P l e a s a n t s
R i c h a r d  R a e s l y
A l a n  a n d  A m y  S c h m a l j o h n
J o h n  T u r g e o n
T h a c h e r  W .  W h i t e  a n d  D o r i s  B l a z e k - W h i t e
H e l e n  C r e t t i e r  W i l k e s
D a v i d  W i l s o n
A n n  P .  W o o d l a n d  i n  h o n o r  o f  W e n d y  W .  S t r i n g f e l l o w

Al ly  $10-$99
F r a n k  a n d  C h r i s t i n a  A l l e n
O w e n  a n d  N a n n a  B a i l e y
S t e p h e n  a n d  K e l l y  B e l l o n e
L i s a  B l a i r
J o n  C h a p m a n  i n  m e m o r y  o f  B e c k y  H o w i e
J a m e s  a n d  L i s a  C r a f t o n
G a i l  E n s o r
C a t h e r i n e  F o r d
B a r b a r a  H o p k i n s
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Forever Maryland was founded to promote and enhance land conservation
statewide through education, advocacy, and outreach. Thank you to our donors.

Your generous contributions  support the efforts of  Forever Maryland to advance
the mission of land conservation across the state.

Donors
M a r k  a n d  D i a n e  K a t l i c
P r i s c i l l a  a n d  W a l l y  L i p p i n c o t t
R o n  B o y e r  a n d  L i z  M c D o w e l l
S a r a  R a m o t n i k
R e e d  C r e e k  F a r m  L L C
J e r o m e  S c h a e f e r
J a c k  S h a w
J o h n  W e s k e

Grants
B a l t i m o r e  G a s  &  E l e c t r i c
C h e s a p e a k e  B a y  T r u s t
L a n d  T r u s t  A l l i a n c e
P e p c o  -  E x e l o n
R u r a l  M a r y l a n d  C o u n c i l

July 1, 2021- June 30, 2022 
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THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS
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Photo B Salisbury

Forever Maryland Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation and 
donations are tax-deductible. Our identification number is: 22-3952845.
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2331 Rock Spring Road
Forest Hill, MD 21050
www.ForeverMaryland.org

This newsletter is printed on recycled paper using soy-based inks.

Photo by Ann Jones 
 

Member Appreciation
We would like to thank our founding members for supporting Forever

Maryland through our Membership Program. To become a member and
enjoy the benefits visit www.forevermaryland.org/join.


