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Chesapeake National Recreation Area
• Background

• Where we are today
• Where we are going
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Chesapeake Bay Gateways Program. Photo Credit: 
National Park Service / Middleton Evans
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Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic 
Trail. Photo Credit: National Park Service
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Chesapeake National Recreation Area

• A collection of parks in the Chesapeake Bay united under a common National 
Park System designation, “Chesapeake National Recreation Area.”

• Hub community concept: National Park Service-owned properties and 
“partner park” properties.

• Annapolis, MD and Fort Monroe, VA and expanding to include places such as 
Baltimore, Easton, St. Michael’s, Cambridge in Maryland and Cape Charles, VA
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Vision

• Parks that carry the CNRA brand provide unique recreational access to the 
Bay and access to experiences that showcase and protect the Bay’s natural, 
cultural, and historic resources.

• Parks that tell a coordinated narrative about the Bay and the restoration 
effort

• Permanent standing in the National Park System, and resources invested in 
communities throughout the Chesapeake Bay

• Boosting local tourism through NPS brand and marketing

• Bringing the Bay and the National Park Service to the people



Photo Credit: Craig Fildes

https://united4cnra.com
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