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“Start where you are, with what you have.”

- George Washington Carver



Finding Greenspace



“Did I cross 
into Narnia? 
We need to 
protect this 

land.”
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The Need for Urban Ecology



Topophilia

Tuan (1974)
Sampson (2012)

Described as human 
coupling of sentiment with 

place.  An innate bias to 
bond with the living and 
nonliving components of 

the local ecology.

Topophilia
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Manifesting Dreams





Our Call to Action

Topophilia

1. Survey cities and find the gaps in green space
Create access to green space in those areas 

2. Staff the spaces with members of the community, and 

3. Offer culturally-relevant programming to introduce and deepen connections 
to nature.



Thank you for Listening!

Do you have any questions?
www.backyardbasecamp.org

Atiya Wells, BSN, RN
awells@backyardbasecamp.org


