


Half of all North 
American bird 
species – and nearly 
half of Maryland’s –
are declining.



Rosenberg et al. 2019

Declines span most taxa & habitats



Baltimore Oriole






Common species in decline since 1970

Chimney Swift 
(-71%)

Field Sparrow 
(-64%)Bobolink (-63%)

Wood Thrush 
(-60%)

Northern Flicker (-44%)
Eastern Towhee 
(-44%) Tree Swallow (-42%)

Barn Swallow (-40%)
Red-winged 
Blackbird (-37%) Killdeer (-37%)

Baltimore Oriole (-45%)

Eastern Screech Owl (-35%)

Horned Lark (-69%)





State-listed endangered

MD Species in Need of Conservation
Barn Owl
Common Gallinule
Golden-winged Warbler
Henslow’s Sparrow
Least Bittern
American Peregrine Falcon
Common Moorhen
Alder Flycatcher
Forster’s Tern
Coastal Plain Swamp Sparrow
Northern Harrier
Northern Waterthrush
Saltmarsh Sparrow

State-listed threatened





Ecosystems that disproportionately 
support birds of high conservation 
concern

• Coastal
• Breeding, migratory, non-breeding

• Montane
• Breeding & migratory 

• Grassland
• Early successional shrublands
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eBird Trends, 
2007-2021

Most species associated with coasts or 
wetlands have declined since 2007 Average declines are moderately negative



Leverage co-benefits 
for coastal resilience



Find ways to make working landscapes work for birds

Grasslands (86% declining)

• Ring-necked pheasant
• Vesper Sparrow
• Grasshopper Sparrow
• Eastern Meadowlark
• Savannah Sparrow
• Horned Lark

Successional (58% declining)

• Northern Bobwhite
• Prairie Warbler
• Field Sparrow
• American Woodcock
• Yellow-breasted Chat
• Eastern Towhee

(BBS,1966-2019)





Precision conservation to 
accommodate human activities



75% of Maryland’s urban birds have declined

Plus House Sparrow, European Starling, & Rock Pigeon

• Common Grackle
• Chimney Swift
• Chipping Sparrow

• Northern Mockingbird
• Blue Jay
• American Robin

Efforts to conserve birds also return co-benefits to people
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Stopover habitat

Buler & Dawson. 2014. CondorBuler, 2018. https://partnersinflight.org/important-stopover-areas-northeast/

https://partnersinflight.org/important-stopover-areas-northeast/


Tall structures kill ~1B birds/year

Over 50 species of songbirds known 
to be vulnerable to collision are 

strongly declining

(e.g., American Kestrel, Wood Thrush, Purple Finch, 
Horned Lark, and Golden-winged & Canada Warblers). 
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